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PLAYERS

Raindrops is a pop-style work for chamber ensemble featuring three woodwinds and a
marimba. The dry, percussive nature of the marimba part helps create the image of raindrops
and provides a steady rhythmic backdrop for the woodwinds’ melodic content.

Although the piece is originally scored for flute, oboe, and Bb clarinet, each woodwind part
can be performed on different instruments. Alternate parts are included for the following:

» Flute - alternate parts for oboe and Bb clarinet

» Oboe - alternate part for Bb clarinet

» Bb Clarinet - alternate parts for Eb alto saxophone and English hornin F

The marimba part is written for a 4.3-octave (low A) marimba but also includes lower notes
in parentheses if a 4.5-octave (low F) instrument is available. Additionally, the part can be
performed by two players, both using two mallets, or by one player using four mallets.
Raindrops was commissioned by the Flying MIXER. It premiered on November 30, 2018.

—Naoya Wada

PLAYERS AND INSTRUMENTATION

Raindrops requires 4-5 players with the following instrumentation:

e 1 flute (or oboe, Bb clarinet)

» 1 oboe (or Bb clarinet)

» 1Bb clarinet (or Eb alto saxophone, English horn in F)

» 1 marimba - low A (playable by one or two players and includes
options for 4.5-octave, low F instrument)

SUGGESTED SETUP

’ Marimba
' 4 3-octave (low A)

. e B: Clarinet

Audience







Level: Medium
Approx. playing time: 4'40"
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